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Portsmouth, N. H. October 26, 1827. 
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N. PARKER, 

T. UPHAM, > Committee. 

W. H. Y. HACKETT, 
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It is one of the most delightful emplojunents of 
the human mind to indulge in speculations, con- 
nected with the promotion of the {mbhc good. 
Christisma and enlightened philanthrc^ists love to 
soar above the gratifications of selfishness and take 
a broad survey of the world around them, in CMrder 
to ascertain, where they may be useful, what dark 
places they can enlighten, what sorrows they can 
alleviate, or what blessings they can increase and 
multiply. Sueh feeKngs mre more naturally awa- 
kened in an age like this, when the spirit of im- 
provemeBt with its magical wand is giving a 
transforming touch to every thing around us. It is 
true that we may theorise too wildly, and innovate 
unsafely^ upon our present condition. This, how- 
ever, should not discourage any bold projections of 
benevol^Lt minds ; for the best institi^ons were at 



first but experiments, and experience, if not higher 
wisdom, will soon detect injurious errors. All such 
speculations, as tend to make men wiser, better or 
happier, must be universally acknowledged, as real 
mercies. 

In casting our eyes over society with a view to 
public benefit, our attention is most powerfully 
arrested by the condition of women. We find them 
giving peculiar tendencies and a decisive character 
to the infant mind. We find them, exercising both 
an open and a tacit influence upon learning, reli- 
gion, morals, tastes and manners. We find them, 
possessing intellectual capacities and powers as 
great, and susceptible of as high culture, as those 
of men ; and the sensibilities and sympathies of the 
former are still more Hvely and acute than those of 
the latter. We are aware that the civil condition, 
moral power and personal happiness of women, 
must depend upon their intellectual and moral ele- 
vation. With these facts before us, let us attempt 
to devise some beneficent plans for their good, and 
ascertain whether we cannot bring upon them some 
new benedictions. Let us inquire what can be 
done for advancing their dignity, and pouring the 
tide of their influence into the most salutary chan- 
nels. Such results, we believe, can flow only from 
imparting knowledge to them as extensively as 
possible. It is education alone, which shall place 
woman in her proper sphere, bestow upon all her 



powers a sublime energy and hallowed direction, 
and clothe her with a majesty, at which ignorance 
and vice shall hide their heads, and wisdom and 
virtue shall walk forth in triumph. To elucidate 
and enforce these remarks I shall briefly sketch the 
civil and intellectual history of woman ; consider 
the importance and advantages of imparting to her 
a liberal course of instruction ; state some of the 
predominant defects of the prevaiUng systems of 
female education ; suggest what general principles 
should regulate *the adoption of a more extensive 
and useful system ; and urge the claims of this 
subject upon public patronage. 

In reviewing the civil and intellectual history of 
woman we find that, from the earliest times, her 
course has been almost uniformly marked with degra- 
dation and oppression. This must ever excite the 
astonishment and regret, and should awaken also the 
deepest humiUation and remorse of man, as such 
oppression has been mostly owing to his ignorance, 
overbearing pride, and licentiousness. The more 
recent periods of the history of woman exhibit a 
cheering brightness, that promises to her a meridian 
glory at no very distant era. It has been reserved 
to these modem days to render full justice to her 
character, to acknowledge her righteous claims, 
and to yield to her, her high prerogatives. 

In. looking back to those remote days, when vice 
and infideUty and corruption began to fasten on the 
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human family, we find woman among the severest 
sufferers, and early doomed to a cruel subjection. 
Long did the habits and opinions of the world hold 
her in the basest vassalage. Paganism has ever 
ruled her with an iron despotism, and all the orien* 
tal nations have fastened upon her neck a galling 
yoke. If there were any of the ancient govern- 
ments of earth, from whom she might reasonably 
have expected a becoming treatment, they were 
those of the divinely favored Judea^ and the refined 
repubUcs of Greece and Rome. It is true that the 
daughters of Israel enjoyed, comparatively with the 
state of society in their days, high rank and advan- 
tages; but for these were they indebted to the 
power of their religion; and they, alone of all 
females of the world, seemed to have " light in their 
dwellings." When we come to the age of H<»a^er, 
his glowing descriptions lead us to suppose, that 
woman might then have possessed no incCMEisiderable 
elevation and influence ; for his character of Pe- 
nelope is an eloqueirt eulogium on her sex, and 
conjugal affection was never more beautifully por- 
trayed, than in the touching conversation and 
paxting of Hector and Andromache. But we fear 
that such descriptions were colored only by passioff 
or fancy; bs, in the succeeding classic ages of 
Greece, we see no indications of a proper respect 
for woman. She scarcely knew more than Her 
slave. " Her mind," says Xenophon^iB his treatise 



OD Domestic Economy, '' was uninstructed, and her 
manners were unformed." Such females, as pos- 
sessed any distinguished mental charms, were those, 
who were lost to all real delicacy of reputation. 
While Socrates was learning eloquence at the 
shrine of Aspasia, it was an eloquence, deeply 
infected with moral pollution. Every virtuous 
woman was condemned to a state of seclusion ; and 
she, who wanted fame, could procure it only at the 
sacrifice of her innocence. In the days of Roman 
splendor woman scarcely knew more freedom, than 
was allowed to her in Greece. She was trammelled 
by the severest restraints of the civil code, was 
treated as a thing and not as a person of the house- 
hold, and was constantly thrown into the deepest 
misery by the enormities of polygamy and divorce. 
Nothing like giving her an intellectual and moral 
education, was ever dreamt of in Roman or Grecian 
philosophy. Such were her sorrows even among 
the most refined people; and such they would 
probably ever have been, had not miraculous rays 
of divine mercy visited her condition. 

The bright era of Christianity, the glorious birth 
of the Messiah, introduced into the world a new 
system of opinions, relative to woman. The infinite 
kindness and tenderness, which were manifested 
towards her by the Son of God, not only by his 
language, but by his life, and the gracious dispensa- 
tion of his Gospel, effected an entiiely new order 
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of things. Clothed with the attributes of divine 
majesty and love, he uttered these cheering tones, 
" Daughter, be of good comfort, thou art loosed 
from tiiine infirmity ; " the period of thy civil and 
intellectual degradation shall soon be terminated. 
Wherever the Gospel has been received, it has been 
followed by the civil and moral elevation of women ; 
wherever it has not been received, they still move 
in chains and grope their way in darkness. . Infi- 
delity continued to rivet upon them their fetters 
till the age of chivalry, when they began more 
particularly to arrest the attention of mankind, and 
to become the objects of a most offensive idolatry. 
Even then their only education was to repeat the 
prayers of the church, to play on the harp, to read 
a romance, or chant a ballad to some gallant ad- 
mirer, who himself had never learned to read any 
thing, but the language of beauty and admiration. 
Soon after that period, when the scholars of Greece 
were thrown into Italy by the fall of Constanti- 
nople, many learned women appeared upon the 
active theatre of life and became distinguished by 
their skill in pubUc disputation. Some occupied 
the chairs of professors, and attracted scholars 
from various parts of Europe to listen to their 
lectures. But these were only scattered stars, that 
displayed more eminently the general gloom. 

France soon exhibited woman under a very 
different and striking appearance. In that land of 
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modern chivalry her understanding was enlarged, 
her manners were refined, her powers were ac- 
knowledged, and she moved in a splendid career 
of fashion and of fame. Notwithstanding all this, 
nothing was done for meliorating the condition of 
her sex at large ; nothing was done for their general 
instruction. At the most renowned era of French 
history, the mass of females had no intellectual or 
moral culture; and the literary productions of 
many of those, who led the popular taste, and were 
most distinguished for their acquaintance with let- 
ters, were painfully remarkable for affectation of 
sentiment, a disgusting voluptuousness, false prin- 
ciples, a mystical philosophy, and heartless infidelity. 
Even the most eminent modern female writers 
betray few sentiments of christian wisdom or of 
elevated virtue; and we should ask for better 
books, than those from Madame de Genlis or 
Madame de Stael, to teach moral philosophy to our 
children. 

In recurring to the early periods of English 
History we find many mortifying proofs of the 
humiliation of woman. One of the statutes of 
Henry the Eighth prohibited her from reading the 
New Testament in English. It is scarcely three 
centuries, since she was first introduced at court ; 
and, as late as the Revolution, women of rank never 
appeared in the streets without a mask. The 
nature of the governments of Europe, the force of 
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hereditary prejudices and opinions, the dread of 
the political consequences of the general difiu^on 
of knowledge, ajid the universal conviction of the 
vast extent of the moral power of woman, when 
allowed to prevail ; were the predominant causes, 
why she was for so many centuries doomed to 
ignorance and to servitude. Some of the most 
learned men opposed her pursuit of knowledge and. 
her attainment of science, from a befief of their 
entire uselessness and unfitness fcH' female duties. 
Even the enlightened Milton maintained that learn- 
ing was not requisite in woman. Some persons 
foolishly imagined that there was a sex in the soul, 
and that females were constitutionally incapacitated 
for intellectual eminence, or for filling with credit 
any of the elevated stations of society. But, as 
one of our own writers has very facetiously and 
truly said, " when queens have been called to the 
throne, they pass a very good muster with the kings 
of the earth." Some think with Pericles, that 
woman should preserve such a passive neutral exist- 
ence, as never to be spoken of at all, whether well 
or ill ; while others agree with Thucydides that the 
most virtuous woman is she, of whom the least can 
be said. But we really think with an excellent 
satirist of such opinions, ^' that those ladies, who are 
talked of only as Miss Edgeworth, Mrs Barbauld, 
and Mrs Hamilton are talked of, may bear their 
misfortunes with a very great degree of christian 
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patieiice ; and such singular examples of ill fortane 
may perhaps render the school of adversity a little 
more popular, than it is at present.'' 

Enlightened opinions, and brighter scenes now 
succeed the long dark night of female obscuration. 
It is now admitted that knowledge constitutes the 
firmest, noblest pillar, on which peace, liberty and 
government rest, and forms the chief ingredient of 
individual happiness and national glc»y. Scotland 
has the proud, the enviable honor of being the first 
nation in the world, that ever enforced the diffiision 
of the blessings of education by a legislative injunc- 
tion, and in this respect has furnished a glorious 
example to all governments. Not quite two centu- 
ries since she passed an act, requiring free schools 
to be maintained in all the parishes of the king- 
dom; and thus was the first to spread open the 
gates of knowledge for the universal admission of 
women. The founders of New-England among 
their earliest meaBures adopted a similar ax^t. Our 
own government improved upon Scotch wisdom 
and hberality, and went one step farther, pursuing a 
course, which had never before been taken, and in 
which respect, we are sorry to say, that we are 
alone in the world. Our country has wisely and 
generously made legal provision to defray the ex- 
penses of a common education among the people 
at large. Knowledge is ofiered gratuitously to aU. 
Every female is invited to come to the fountams 
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of instruction ; and the public feel it of infinite 
moment that each one should drink copiously of 
those salutary streams. An ardor on this subject 
now pervades the most inteUigent part of the com- 
munity. It is discovered to be a branch, on which 
new hght and philanthropy are to be developed. 
Man, though the favor comes so late, is now deter- 
mined to redress the grievances, so long inflicted on 
woman, and to compensate for his criminal neglect 
and misconduct by imparting abundantly to her the 
stores of knowledge, with which he is so much 
blessed. Able suggestions on this topic have come 
from the pens of some of our best writers. The 
Journal of Education, which labors with so much 
ingenuity and success for the cause of general 
instruction, has also employed its well directed 
energies to difiuse more luminous views and to 
raise higher the tone of the pubhc, relative to the 
education of women ; and has appeared a well 
armed champion for the protection of their intellec- 
tual rights. In several places have High Schools 
for females been formed, and the higher branches 
of knowledge successfully taught. Pubhc light and 
feefing and opinion are demanding that woman 
should be extensively and thoroughly educated. 
These sentiments have already produced salutary 
results in this town. One of our pubhc schools, 
where our children are taught free of expense, is 
acknowledged by all who have visited it, to furnish 
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an admirable system of instruction, and to bear no 
mean comparison with some of the best schools of 
our country. We are moreover blessed with a 
private seminary, whose annual examination has 
just been closed with high credit both to the teach- 
ers and to the children. At that institution are 
enjoyed some of the best privileges of education. 
It has given decisive proofs of superior excellence. 
Its recent inspection has afforded satisfactory evi- 
dence of its well deserved reputation and of great 
proficiency and thorough attainment on the part of 
the pupils in the various branches of study, that 
have been taught in it. We wish that it could be 
established on a still more enlarged plan, with other 
and higher studies, more teachers, a regular classi- 
fication, a large, well digested and minutely detailed 
system, and a complete form of government. We 
would wish that it might be endowed with hberal 
patronage, and prove a rich blessing to our females, 
and attract pupils even from a remote distance, 
and become the pride of our town and state and 
country. 

The brief view that has been given of the history 
of woman exhibits most painful proof how little 
has yet been done for her mental improvement, 
and how excessive have been her sufferings from 
such neglect. This shows that her education is a 
subject of infinite importance not only to herself, 
but to the general good of society. We allude not 
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here to ornamental or superficial acquirements. 
We Bpeak of that high system of instruction, which 
calls into vigorous exercise all the faculties of the 
soul, strengthens it by culture, stores it with know- 
ledge, plants every virtue in the heart, and exalts 
the character by intellectual and moral excellence. 
This shpuld be the lofty aim of female education. 
Its immense consequence will be readily admitted, 
if we view it in connexion with personal and do- 
mestic happiness, the moral condition of the com- 
munity, and the interests oi manners and hterature. 
An extensive and hberal system of instruction is 
of vast advantage to a female, as connected with 
her personal happiness. If her knowledge be only 
superficial, from what source is she to derive her 
enjoyments or a proper acquaintance with her 
great and numerous duties ? How limited will be 
her sphere of usefulness, and how scanty her re- 
sources for the employment of her leisure hours ! 
How will she relieve home of a wearisome monotony, 
render herself interesting to those around her, or 
prevent her mind from preying on itself, and be- 
coming the victim of ennui ? What is to keep her 
from the snares of vice, from a round of unprofit- 
able visiting, from an incessant desire of theatres 
and balls and other exciting amusements, from 

A youth of foUy, an old age of cards, 

and from a miserable, reproachful and unchristian 
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life. Enrich her mind with sound and valuable 
knowledge, inspire her heart with virtue, and you 
will ensure to her the highest and purest satisfac- 
tion. Impart to her an acquaintance with the 
wonderful powers and properties of her understand- 
ing, and with the delights that flow from intellectual 
indulgences, you will then enable her to hold 
interesting discourse with reason, to mould her 
principles, to regulate her associations and subdue 
her prejudices. Lead her to the elevated walks of 
moral philosophy, and you will induce her to rise 
above the grossness of sense, to seek the exalting 
raptures that flow from wisdom and virtue ; you 
will enable her better to understand and perform 
her duties, and incite her to investigate more dili- 
gently, and observe more reverently, the subKme 
doctrines and precepts of revealed truth. Such a 
course will produce in her inexpressible complacency 
of mind, will destroy the possibility of weariness at 
home, and correct all inordinate passion for diver- 
sions. She will find a boundless field of joy opened 
to her from contemplating the phenomena of the 
natural world, and from observing ever new and 
varying beauties in creation. 

. Not a breeze 
Flies o'er fhe meadow, not a cloud imbibes 
The setting sun's efiiilgence, not a strain 
From all the tenants of the warbling shade 
Ascends, but whence her bosom can partake 
Fresh pleasure unreproved ; nor thence partakes 
Fresh pleasure only ; for th' attentive mind. 
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By this harmonious action on her powers. 
Becomes herself harmonious ; wont so oft 
In outward things to meditate the charm 
Of sacred order, soon she seeks at home 
To find a kindred order, to exert 
Within herself this elegance of love, 
This fair inspired delight ; her tempered powers 
Refine at length, and every passion wears 
A chaster, milder, more attractive mien. 

With an education, leading to such sentiments, such 
refined feefings, she wiU always be furnished with 
an mnocent, dignified and usefizl mode of employ- 
ing her time, and will ever have an unfailing refuge 
amidst her sorrows and trials. When beauty shall 
have gone, and strength declined, and wealth fled, 
her intellectual attainments will render her interest- 
ing^ and make her society desirable ; will brighten 
her countenance with expression, more lovely than 
beauty; will throw over her person an imposing 
moral drapery, and over all her manners a captiva- 
ting grace, and cause her sun to go down in bright- 
ness and in glory. 

Female education is of immense importance, as 
connected with domestic life. It is at home, where 
man generally passes the largest portion of his 
time ; where he seeks a refuge from the vexations 
and embarrassments of business, an enchanting 
repose from exertion, a relaxation from care by the 
interchange of affection ; where some of his finest 
sympathies, tastes, and moral and religious feelings 
are formed and nourished ; — ^where is the treasury 
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of pure disinterested love, such as is seldom found 
in tiie busy walks of a selfish and calculating world. 
Nothing can be more desirable, than to make one's 
domestic abode the highest object of his attachment 
and satisfaction. 

Well-order'd home, man's best delight to make, 
And by submissiye wisdom, modest skill, 
With every gentle care-eluding art 
To raise the virtues, animate the bliss. 
And sweeten all the toils of human life. 
This be the female dignity and praise. 

Neither rank, nor splendid mansions, nor expen- 
sively furnished apartments, nor luxurious repasts, 
can accomplish %!ise objects. They are to be 
obtained only from the riches of elevated principles, 
from the nobiUty of virtue, from the splendor of 
religious and moral beauty, from the banquet of 
refined taste, affectionate deportment, and intellec- 
tual pleasures. Intelligence and piety throw the 
brightest sunshine over the dwellings of private life, 
and these are the results of female education. 

Now on woman devolves almost the whole super 
intendence of a family. On her chiefly depend its 
economy, order, and moral beauty and harmony. 
Knowledge alone will effect these benefits, and the 
whole character of home will be graduated accord- 
ing to the degree of that knowledge. The welfare 
of a family, as connected with its pecuniary con- 
cerns, is owing very materially to female manage- 
ment. It is education, which is to produce right 
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views and feelings respecting the proper course of 
living, and the correct adjustment of expenses in 
the various departments of domestic life. It was 
the remark of Dr Johnson, that a woman cannot 
have too much arithmetic ; and Hannah More has 
told us "That a sound economy is a sound under- 
standing, brought into action; it is calculation 
realized ; it is the doctrine of proportion, reduced 
to practice; it is foreseeing consequences, and 
guarding against them ; it is expecting contingen- 
cies and being prepared for inem." Besides, a 
female wants knowledge an^^dgment for aiding 
and advising those of her ^^Bhold. Where is 
the counsellor, in whom man isjo much inclined to 
place confidence, as in the partner of his cares and 
joys ? By the possession of intellectual attainments 
she may guide her husband in safety amidst nume- 
rous dangers, and may interpose by the combined 
influences of an enhghtened mind and tender afiec- 
tion, to break the force of every calamity that could 
not be foreseen or prevented. It can never reason- 
ably be apprehended that, by enlarging a woman's 
faculties and improving her taste and feelings, she 
will think herself above the common duties of 
domestic life. Notwithstanding the recent progress 
of female education, we see no diminution of the 
household virtues. They were perhaps never better 
observed, than at the present day,- and she, who 
from pretence of superior wisdom disdains a con- 
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descension to "house affairs," will generally be 
found not much distinguished for intelligence or 
common sense^ 

Female education is extremely valuable from its 
imparting an elevated and improved character to 
domestic discourse. Conversation is one of the 
greatest joys of existence; and the more per- 
fect it is made by the resources of learning, en- 
larged views of morality, the refinement of taste, 
the riches of language, and the splendors of im- 
agery, the more ^quisite is the joy. It is from 
education that discourse collects all its ornamental 
drapery, " its clotj^pk)f wrought gold," its thrilling 
eloquence, its sv^^st music and all its magical 
influence over the soul. Intelligent and animated 
discourse eminently exalts the dignity, and multipUes 
the charms of every female, that can excel in it. 

It is a sacred and homefelt delight, 
A sober certainty of waking Uiss. 

She, who can sustain an elevated course of conver- 
sation, whose mind soars above the trifles and 
common things of time and sense, who is distin- 
guished for well digested opinions, sensible remarks, 
habits of thinking and observation, good judgment 
and a well disciplined temper, is a perpetual source 
of blessing and exhilaration to all within her circle. 
She will make home all that is desirable, so that 
none of her household will need or wish to seek 
elsewhere for happiness. They will all be able " to 
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drink waters out of their own cistern, and running 
waters out of their own well." 

Female education is inseparably connected with 
the moral condition of society. It is essential to 
the common good that knowledge should be urn- 
versally diffused. Every uneducated person is an 
anomaly in the scheme of human happiness, is 
constantly retarding its advancement, and is at 
variance with one of the most benevolent designs 
and provisions of heaven. " Go, teach all nations,^ 
was the mandate of mercy to the first missionaries 
of the Gospel ; and we are assured that, from such 
a mandate, God designs the tu^jjpiited diffusion of 
knowledge. It was the entireiyroriginal as well as 
the infinitely gracious purpose of our Saviour, to 
provide intellectual as well as reUgious and moral 
light for every one that cometh into the world. 
Every well instructed mind is a diminution of the 
mass of human misery, and an addition to that of 
human happiness. Look now at the female portion 
of mankind, and reflect upon the course that, till 
within a few years, has been pursued with them in 
relation to their mental and mora] faculties. We 
shall be led from such a survey to know and to feel 
with sorrow that the course of treatment, which 
they have suffered, has been excessively erroneous 
and injurious, and that it has deprived the world of 
countless benefits. With minds, differing from those 
of men only through the accidental circumstances 
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of education, women have for ages been doomed to 
the reproach of intellectual inferiority, and their 
usefulness has been bound by a chain, which they 
could not break. Till the omnipotent and all mer- 
ciful touch of the Son of God severed that chain, 
released them from thraldom, and ushered them to 
the regions of civil, mental and spiritual hberty ; 
till the Gospel began to have its perfect work, they 
were comparatively useless to the world; their 
talents and powers were in disastrous ecUpse, and 
man was debarred of more than half the blessings 
that were designed for him. 

For knowledge to their eyes her ample page. 
Rich with the spoils of time, did ne'er unrol ; 
Base servitude repressed their noble rage. 
And froze the genial current of the soul. 

Now all women are invited to the fountains of 
knowledge, and are recompensing the community 
with new mercies. Light has flashed upon the dark 
places of the world, and woman has burst, like a 
splendid vision, upon all the exalted walks of intel- 
lect and taste. Every instructed female mind has 
been fraught with numerous beatitudes; and ra- 
diant streams of wisdom from a large catalogue of 
illustrious female writers have gladdened our earth. 
Let the education of females become general, and 
be estabhshed on an extensive and liberal plan, and 
you will bring toward the best interests of the com- 
munity a wonderful and an accumulating mass of 
moral energy, and will accomplish an entire revolu- 
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tion in the state of society. ^^ Many a gem of 
purest ray serene " will be dislodged from the dark 
caverns of ignorance, to charm numberless admirers 
by its lustre. Long has the effect of the education 
of woman been powerfully felt. The works of 
many female writers are among our richest bless- 
ings. They have decidedly promoted public felicity, 
and maintained with enchanting eloquence the 
cause of virtue. Gratefully would we utter the 
praises of such names as Chapone, Aikin, Barbauld, 
Hamilton, More, Edgeworth, and Hemans. These, 
with many others, have become fixed stars in the 
region of hterature, and will continue to irradiate 
and rejoice mankind, till time shall be no more. 

The importance of female education, as con- 
nected with the general happiness of the community, 
will be readily admitted, if we advert to that power- 
ful moral influence, which women hold over their 
children at the periods of infancy and childhood, 
and which is continued with their female children 
almost to the age of maturity. The mental and 
moral impressions, that a child receives during the 
first years of life, are chiefly derived from the mo- 
ther ; and these are generaUy conceded to form the 
very elements of character, and to generate those 
moral tendencies, which color the whole of exist- 
ence. Seldom are early impressions effaced. Most 
of the Sistinguished men on record received the 
fseeds of their greatness from maternal culture. 
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It was under the care and, bb it were, in the bosom 
of his mother, says Tacitus, that the tender mind of 
Agricola was trained to science and every liberal 
accompUshment Lord Bacon made grateful ac- 
knowledgments to his mother for his love of philo- 
sophy and great renown. We learn, too, that 
maternal ability, vigilance and decision chiselled 
the bold outlines of glory in the life of the political 
saviour of our country. Who among us can deny 
his obHgations for maternal care in imparting holy 
influences ? Who feels not over his soul the recol- 
lections of a mother's early fondness, and finds not 
his character moulded by her constant and faithful 
assiduities ? Who can be sufiiciently grateful, when 
that fondness and those assiduities have been en- 
lightened by wisdom and hallowed by piety ? Now 
if a mother have no education, or, what is as bad, 
one that was merely superficial and showy ; if she 
lack understanding and has never attended to the 
culture of her heart, her children will inherit the 
deficiencies of her character, and will prove either 
incumbrances or positive evils to the community. 
Whereas a well infi^med and religious woman will 
inspire in her children generous sentiments and 
feelings. From her intellectual and moral elcertioU) 
from a resistless proneness to imitation, and from 
the moral conteigion of maternal rectitude and 
dignity, her children will be abundandy blessed 
with all the best materials for the formation of 
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character. It is by providing high schools of in- 
struction for females, that you are to make them 
the best and most successful teachers in the land, 
to render them ministering angels to countless 
beings, and to multiply the joys of learning and 
virtue. Here then are we taught that the advance- 
ment of female education is one of the most 
efficacious means for promoting the pubUc good. 
This will clothe society with new beauty and new 
blessings. On the exertions of the inteUigent and 
pious of the present age rests the immense respon- 
sibleness of the future character of our country. It 
has become the imperious duty of every people, of 
every government to make abundant provision for 
female education. 

The moral power of woman extends not merely 
over children, but affects immediately and directly 
the tastes, habits and pursuits of all her friends and 
companions. Her character is felt throughout the 
intricate machinery of society, and gives complexion 
to the age. As her condition is elevated or de- 
pressed, as she is learned or unlearned, licentious 
or pure, so rises or falls the character of the insti- 
tutions, of the morals and of the manners of the 
community. Strengthen her mind, adorn it with 
intellectual furniture, give to her voice the music of 
enhghtened and eloquent discourse, clothe her 
manners with dignity, grace her soul with the 
enchanting robes of faith and piety ; and then man 



4 
t 



27 

will approach her with profound respect ; he will 
not enter her abode, till he can be assimilated to 
her attributes; he will elevate his mind to her 
principles, give purity and elegance to his manners 
and language, that he may be a welcome visitant at 
her home, and taste there the refined joys of know- 
ledge and piety. Let her mind be weak, her 
conversation trifling, her love of flattery strong, her 
sensibility affected, and her manners artificial, then 
will her society be sought only by the foolish and 
vain, and she will be admired only for personal 
beauty; she will lower the tone of discourse and of 
thought; she will encourage frivolity and folly in 
man, and weaken the strong holds of wisdom and 
virtue. Knowledge alone can stop such evils. It 
is on the ground of female education, where the 
moral lever must be placed, to move the world to a 
more elevated orbit of intellectual and moral glory. 
Woman, well educated woman, may preside as 
the mistress of fashion over a better community, 
than that which is distinguished merely by the 
grandeur of power or the pageantry of wealth. 
She may sit as a queen in the empire of letters, for 
she must ever materially control the cause of learn- 
ing; and that control will be measured by her 
acquirements, taste and opinions. In her degraded 
condition among the ancient Greeks, she was only 
noticed in their tragedies, as the object of unhallowed 
passion, or as a cruel and vindictive slave. But, 
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when she took an elevated civil and moral rank, 
there was consequently an immediate change in 
the complexion of literature. [When she favored 
libertinism and corruption, they appeared in every 
scene of the drama and sullied almost every page 
of poetry and romance. If you would know the 
influence of woman on letters and morals, you may 
read it in the largest portion of the sentimental 
French writings of the age of Louis the Fourteenth. 
Contrast that period with the present, which is 
marked by something higher and purer, than a 
chivalrous delicacy, and you will find that the 
works the most read and admired, are distinguished 
for purity of thought and a conspicuous regard for 
whatever is grand in conception and hallowed in 
feeling and expression. Though occasionally an 
eccentric genius, like Byron, who heeds not the 
soft influences of female aifection, nor the pure and 
merciful restraints of the gospel, may dip his pen in 
licentiousness, and give a fascinating drapery to 
vice ; yet the multitude, who admire his genius, 
mourn over his abused powers, and detest the lib- 
ertinism and moral obUquity of his productions. 
When woman now gives the theme, it is to chant 
not an immoral, but a sacred song, that shaJU ^< touch 
all the finer movements of the mind,'' and charm 
the heart by morstl loveliness. It was the voice of 
female friendship, which demanded that Mdi, ad- 
wable moral po^oa^ "The Task.'' To female 
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talents are we undoubtedly indebted for the ablest 
works on education. Women have indeed been 
distinguished among the brightest constellations in 
the galaxy of learning. They have eminently 
evinced genius, industry, usefulness and taste, and 
have shed a radiance over every literary path, which 
they have trod. 

Such is the importance of education to women. 
In examining the various courses of instruction, 
prevalent among them, we observe a remarkable 
defectiveness, and an entire inadequacy to the wants 
of society. While the talents, ingenuity and atten- 
tion of the most distinguished scholars of modern 
time3 have been laboriously directed to enlarge and 
improve the systems of education for young men ; 
and while an essential, though not thorough reform 
has already taken place in this respect ; compara- 
tively little has been done for the most important 
half of our population, the women of our country^ 
who, as it regards instruction, are entitled to supe- 
rior attention and advantages, if not to superior 
attainments. That philanthropy, which is ever 
active and unwearied in devising schemes for the 
public good, has left almost untouched its noblest 
office, the introduction of an enlarged, universal 
and judicious plan of female education. This na- 
tion holds a conspicuous rank in the world, and that 
world looks for the influence, which woman is to 
sustain under our government. Our institutions 
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rest on the virtue of the community ; and, if that 
virtue be not firm, elevated and general, we may 
become a prey to more tremendous calamities, than 
ever ravaged the dominions of despotism. It is 
true that intelligent and liberal minds are beginning 
to be awakened and deeply interested on this sub- 
ject Within a few years much has been done. 
Female, education is in successful progress, though 
in many respects it is extremely defective. 

The most prominent fault is the want of a sys- 
tematical course, that will embrace not only the 
subordinate, but also the higher branches of instruc- 
tion for all such females, as may have the leisure 
and the means to pursue them. Under the existing 
state of things, with all the variety of systems, 
differing with all the variety of instructers, it is 
difficult for parents to find suitable schools for their 
daughters. All teachers exhibit tempting invitations 
and large promises ; while the merits of many often 
prove nothing else, but empty pretence and display. 
To the young man the ladder of learning is unlim- 
ited in its rounds, and he may continue to climb and 
to climb, till his spirit shall mingle with the spirits t>f 
heaven. But the course of instruction for females 
is confined within very narrow limits. With super- 
ficial attainments they are dismissed from school at 
an early age, when they are in the best condition 
for learning, and are most susceptible of improve- 
ment ; when their capacities are most bright, and 
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their powers of discrimination are most keen; 
when their judgment is acquiring its full strength ; 
when their habits of study are just formed, and the 
practical uses of education are beginning to be 
valued. At this critical period, with just instruction 
enough to make them pedantic, and fashionable 
accomplishments enough to render them vain and 
conceited, they leave the restraints of discipline 
and- habits of application, to engage in a seductive 
and dangerous world; to struggle unprepared with 
the duties and trials of Ufe ; and often to fall vic- 
tims to the love of admiration or of pleasure, or to 
intellectual and moral imbecility. A limited educa- 
tion should be provided for such as have not the 
means of obtaining large accessions of knowledge ; 
but to such as have the means, the highest possible 
instruction should be offered ; and these things 
should be regulated on a perfectly matured plan. 
That plan should go into a full detail of all the 
elementary and more important branches of know- 
ledge. These should be thoroughly learned, not by 
" royal roads," mechanical contrivances, and " prim- 
rose paths of daDiance ; " but by severe application, 
by laborious habits of diligence. 

Another common fault in the education of females 
is employing too much of their time merely in the 
acquisition of accomplishments. How many spend 
all their most important early years in unwearied 
attention to music, painting and dancing, under 
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every variety of fashionable teachers, and neglect 
those studies, which are most essential to their use- 
fiihiess and happiness ? Accomplishments are gene- 
rally of a temporary character, and seldom last 
beyond the period of youth, when, amidst the fasci- 
nations of innocence, vivacity and beauty, they are 
least needed. It often happens that females, re- 
markable for their musical skill and attainments, 
leave their musical instruments almost entirely un- 
touched, after they have once become occupied by 
the cares of domestic Ufe, There can be no ob- 
jection to accompUshments ; they are delightful; 
they are all in a degree necessary ; they serve for 
agreeable recreation, and to give a grace to charac- 
ter ; but they are not education ; they do not con- 
stitute the indispensable aliment of an immortal 
being ; and custom hais already wasted too large a 
portion of the time of the young in their attain- 
ment. They, who are distinguished only for orna- 
mental acquisitions, are seldom much respected 
when living, and leave few regrets behind them at 
death; whereas an improved understanding and 
solid worth will always command reverence ; and 
the decay of genius and virtue will awaken deep, 
permanent and unmingled sorrow. She vainly 
seeks estimation, who neglects intrinsic excellence 
for external splendor, who is 

Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of fretful appetence — ^to sing— 'to dance, 
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To dress and troll the tongue and roll the eye. 
Yet en^ty of all good wherein consists 
Woman's domestic honor and chief grace. 

The intellectual education of females is generally 
very defective. An attention tp the organs of sensei 
through which all their primary ideas are derived ; 
the culture of the faculty of perception ; a diligent 
regard of their powers of observation and attention ; 
the strengthening of the judgment ; the right exer- 
cise of the memory, so as never to overload it and 
always to associate with it distinct perceptions — are 
topics, usually much neglected at our schools. It is 
the peculiar bias of the mind, that forms the very 
basis of happiness. This is the seat of our desires 
and aversions, the moving principle of all our con- 
duct. The culture of character, that embraces not 
these considerations, mustl necessarily be faulty. 
Unwearying attention, therefore, should be paid to 
every circumstance connected with the develope- 
ment of the intellect, with our mental propensities 
and associations. Misery is often fastened upon 
many throughout their lives, because the guides of 
their childhood did not watch the formation of their 
understandings. 

The rehgious and moral education of females is 
generally defective. There is no such thing bb a 
system of rehgious instruction provided for them ; 
and the same defect is unfortunately common to the 
youth of both sexes. If there be bjxj thing, that i» 
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worth learning ; any thing, that should be thoroughly 
taught, it is the gospel of our blessed Saviour. 
This is the most necessary, desirable, and precious 
of all wisdom. If schools teach not this in a clear 
and satisfactory man;jer, there is no light in them. 
The Jews early nurtured their children in all the 
prominent lessons and duties of the Mosaic dispen- 
sation, and the largest portion of the pagan world 
are indefatigable in inculcating upon their youth an 
inextinguishable attachment to the horrible rites of 
idolatry. But the children of christians are very 
seldom favored with any proper course of religious 
instruction; and, when introduced upon the busy 
tlieatre of life, are not uncommonly found to be 
better acquainted with all other branches of educa- 
tion, than with the doctrines of salvation. Amidst 
the diversity of religious opinions, it may be said, 
that it would be impracticable and inexpedient to 
attempt to teach any peculiar doctrines at our 
schools. But are there not infinitely important 
topics in our holy religion, that belong to every 
body, that involve no sectarian pecuharities ? Surely 
such subjects should be faithfully made known to 
the young. Let them be made famiUar with the 
history of the Bible ; with the authors, times, ob- 
jects and contents of the various books of the Old 
and New Testament ; with the proofs of the genuine- 
ness, authenticity, credibility and inspiration of those 
books ; with the important doctrines and precepts 



36 

of the gospel ; and with a general knowledge of 
ecclesiastical history. Let them form a regular 
course of study, and let books, embracing these 
important points, be prepared and adapted for the 
use of our schools. 

Nor is the moral less defective than the religious 
instruction of females. The culture of the heart 
is very materially neglected. The fountain, whence 
flow all our sentiments, and feelings, and actions, is 
seldom properly examined and purified, and conse- 
quently sends forth abundant streams of corruption 
and bitterness. It is the office of moral education 
to attend to the cultivation and discipline of the 
affections and disposition. On the right improve- 
ment of these, on the proper government of the 
heart, on our moral elevation and energy, greatly 
depend our intellectual attainments, and all our 
happiness. But in taking a general survey of our 
schools we find that little attention is bestowed 
upon the culture of the heart. Little ia done in 
them to teach filial love and obedience ; the sub- 
jection of the appetites to the laws of temperance 
and virtue ; the necessity of conquering every feeling 
of pride or vanity ; the duty of cherishing holy 
graces, humane and charitable sentiment and lively 
emotions of gratitude ; the obUgations of holding 
the temper under absolute control ; the efficacy of 
the moral example of our Saviour ; and the habit of 
comparing our disposition and conduct with the 
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equisitions and the spirit of the Gospel. It is 
DStruction in these essential moral principles, that 
fornfis the very basis of human peace and joy, and 
*hat renders us more eminently blessings to our- 
selves and to the community. To the moral culture 
of females, therefore, should education bring some 
of its best and most elaborate exertions. 

Nor is sufficient attention directed to the physical 
education of women, — to that course of instruction 
and treatment, which relates to the vigor and im- 
provement of their bodily powers. The influence 
of the body on the mind is universally admitted. 
When the former is healthful and active, the latter 
becomes susceptible of so much the higher and 
more successful efforts ; whereas a feeble tempera- 
ment generally tends to the production of mental 
imbecility, materially lessens our usefulness, and 
throws a hue of sadness over all the scenes of life. 
Now our constitution, our bodily powers, are very 
much at the mercy of those, who control our physi- 
cal education. A neglect in this particular is fol- 
lowed by irremediable misery. It is from such 
neglect that we so often witness the constitutional 
infirmities of learned men, and so often are called 
to mourn over the premature extinction of brilliant 
genius. Such neglect has been too commonly 
^practised in relation to female children. Many 
have become victims to it throughout their lives, 
have isuffered from perpetual irritability, pulmaaary 
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weakness, morbid sensibility, fickleness of purpose, 
inconsistency of conduct, and all the distracting 
agonies of nervous debility. There is doubtless a 
constitutional difference in the sexes, and women 
are not to be trained to the severe athletic exercises 
of men ; but surely the former ought to have the 
benefit of all such becoming exercise, as shall give 
them healthful bodies and firm nerves. "How 
often," says Miss Priscilla Wakefield, "has an anxiety 
for the dehcacy of the complexion, or the apprehen- 
sion of her being a romp, restrained a girl from the 
indulgence of enjopng with any one, exercise in a 
sufficient degree to secure her from that feeble^ 
sickly, languid state, which frequently renders her 
not only capricious, but helpless throughout the 
whole of her fife." " Let it never be forgotten,'' 
she adds, " that true delicacy consists in a purity of 
sentiment, and is as much superior to its substitute, 
external manners, as a real gem is to an artificial 
one.'' Let the utmost attention now be paid to the 
physical education of females, not simply to their 
diet, temperance, and cleanliness, but to the prac* 
tice of bodily exercise. Let them have such physi- 
cal recreation, as shall be consistent with their 
delicacy of sex, and as shall serve to procure for 
them vigorous constitutions and sound minds. 
Strengthen their physical powers, and you may then 
give energy to their intellects, brilliant tints of 
beauty to their persons, animation to their spirits^ 
and grace to their manners. 
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The last suggestion which we would make, rela- 
tive to the defectiveness of female education, is the 
late period at which it is generally begun. The 
first step in the formation of character should be 
taken at the earliest opening of the intellect. Right 
principles and good impressions should enter it at 
the very moment of its expansion, that its eariiest 
bias should be to truth and virtue. But, through a 
general inattention to this important point, through 
maternal ignorance or carelesness, the very first 
steps of infancy are often wrong. Let education 
then take the female pupil at the first dawning of 
intelligence, and let infant schools, which now form 
a new era in moulding character, demand some 
share of public consideration and attention. 

In urging so earnestly and extensively the educa- 
tion of females, a question naturally arises, how far 
is this education to be carried ? Are women to be 
qualified for the learned professions, to be lecturers 
in the sciences, to discourse only of philosophy, and 
to rise above domestic concerns, and all the com- 
mon occupations and duties of Hfe ? Nothing like 
this is intended. We would not overthrow the 
established order of society, nor recommend any 
thing that is impracticable or unprofitable. When 
we speak of the extent of female education, we 
speak only in relation to its practical utility, and to 
its importance, as connected with the virtue and 
happiness of females, and with the general interests 
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of society. To decide then what the education of 
females should be, we must consider what they 
actually want, what knowledge, talents and attain- 
ments are requisite for their use. As their path Ues 
not in the way of pubUc life, they require no prepa- 
ration for the liberal professions, or the high honors 
of civil or political rank and power. Their object 
is general knowledge — such a knowledge as shall 
acquaint them with the philosophy of the mind, the 
culture of the moral powers, principles and feelings, 
the important laws and phenomena of nature, general 
history, Christianity, and works of morality, senti- 
ment and taste. The aim of woman should be to 
improve all her faculties and powers as much as 
possible ; — to ascertain clearly the way of her duty, 
and to be enabled to walk in it in the most accept- 
able, faithful and becoming manner ; to enlarge her 
usefulness to her utmost ability ; to give a virtuous 
direction to all the influences, which God has 
imparted to her ; to fill up her leisure time with 
profitable, pleasing and innocent recreation ; to 
dignify and adorn the station, in which she shaD be 
placed ; to be provided with elevated principles and 
sure consolations, such as shall sustain her in adver- 
sity and in the hour of death, and so enable her to 
hve that, through the merits of her Redeemer, she 
may hve forever with God. If these objects, 
privileges and duties of women be taken into view, 
you may easily conceive what should be the nature 
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and extent of female education. It is not possible^ 
for us within the compass of an address, to detail the 
plan and various departments of instruction, which 
we would recommend. All that we can now do, 
is to state general principles. 

Woman, as the friend and companion of man, 
should have wisdom to counsel and comfort him, 
and inteUigence and learning enough to awaken in 
him a deep interest in her discourse. Woman is 
the earliest and most important teacher of man, and 
therefore should be furnished with ample ability and 
resources for teaching, as she is eminently responsi- 
ble for the future character of her offspring. Woman 
gives the complexion of her character to the various 
departments of society, and therefore wisdom and 
virtue should guide her fiteps, that vice may never • 
be countenanced by her example, and that "virtue 
may find patronage in her life and language. 
Woman has numberless important duties to perform, 
and she therefore wants knowledge and bodily 
vigor, that she may discharge such duties with ease, 
propriety, and satisfaction. Woman is accountable 
for her conduct, and must at last be summoned at 
the tribunal of Jehovah ; she wants therefore a fa- 
miliar acquaintance with the Gospel and with her 
Saviour Jesus Christ, to guide her to the realms of 
glory. For these reasons, intellectual, physical, 
moral and religious education should be given in 
their hi^est possible perfection to woman. The 
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present desultory, deficient and superficial course 
should be succeeded by one, that shall be thorough, 
comprehensive, systematical and universal. There 
should be as much done for female children, as is 
done for our youth at the universities ; only always 
considering, in the case of the former, the judicious 
choice and practical utility of their studies. Semi- 
naries on a liberal and enlightened scale, adapted 
to the pecuHar objects of their education, should be 
provided for them. The various departments of 
instruction should be assigned to able, well qualified 
professors. A certain number of years should be 
assigned for a fiiU academical course, and appropriate 
studies should be prescribed for each year. A well 
digested code of laws should regulate the institution^ 
The pupils should be continued in it, till they have 
completed their whole course of studies ; and admis- 
sion to the seminary should only be obtained from 
passing a creditable examination. In urging such an 
enlarged system of instruction, we would by no means 
discourage any attention to the less momentous, but 
not less necessary and usefiil employments of females. 
We would urge a skill and diUgence in all occupa- 
tions, that are pecuUar to them, and would not 
connive at any ignorance or omission of a single 
domestic duty. These improved views of educa- 
tion, when once introduced, would soon impart new 
happiness to home, to society, to our country. 
Though we have not all we wish, let us congratulate 
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ourselves on what we enjoy. Let us congratulate 
you, my hearers, on the excellence of the female 
school, with which we are favored in this place ; for 
it attains to many of the high purposes, which we 
have urged in this address. Let me congratulate 
those who are enjoying the blessings of this institu- 
tion. Value highly, my young friends, these privi- 
leges, which few females have enjoyed to such an 
extent at your tender years. Your proficiency and 
attainments are creditable to yourselves and to your 
teachers. Persevere in your laudable course, that 
the approbation of your consciences, of your friends, 
and of your God, may rest upon you. For you now, 
and for all children, would we fervently offer this 
eloquent petition. 

Father of light and life ! Thou Good Supreme ! 
Oh teach them what is good ! teach them Thyself; 
Save them from folly, va&ity and vice, 
From every low pursuit ! and feed their souls 
With knowledge, conscious peace, and virtue pure ; 
Sacred, substantial, never fading bliss ! 

Let me now close this address, my friends, by 
urging on your attention and liberality the claims 
of female education. These claims, you perceive, 
are of the highest possible character, connected 
With all that is lovely and beautiful in the condition 
of man, — ^with the personal happiness of every 
individual, with all the comforts of home, with the 
best interests of the community, and oven with the 



